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LTatthias Smock House 
River Road 
Piscataway Township* Middlesex County, Kev; Jersey 

Owner:  Paige Bill lAhomr.iedieu 

Date of Erection:  About 1720 

Architect; 

Builder: Matthias Smock 

Present Condition: Good 

Number of Stories;  One and one-half with a one story wing 

Materials of Construction:  Foundation - stone 

Exterior walls - frame construe 
tionf   clapboards 

Interior walls - plaster 

Inside brieh chimneys 

Hoof - pitch with dormers 
of later dp to 

The first  of  the  SmocI: family  in America v;as 
Plendriek- who came  to ITew  Amsterdam about  1059;   he 
settled  at  hew Utrecht whore he bought  land in  1665. 
He  was  a ira^istrate  and patentee.     Els  fanily consisted 
of three  sons  and four dauah-ters;   two   sons moved to 
Middlesex and one  to Monnouth.     Matthias^ who v;as 
married  in  1701  came  to Piscataway Township about  1718, 
He  built the house  of  the   survey before he made  his -$111 
in 1721.     The house  descended to his  second  son  John0, 
born 1712,   died  1791.    After the death   of  John,   the 
property came into the possession  of his grandson,  also 
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John0? v/ho died intestate, 
of   land   Dctv-reeri the heirs   o: 

.Tiere T/P.K  a a i vis ion 
John which  is  told in 

a deed dated April  Xs   1048 vrhen  Jonathan B«   Smock 
conveyed a tract  of about  sixty  acres to I.Iartin <> j„-', 

.O hevius,  John Sraock had three chilc!.ron> one or 
these died leaving her nharo to the tv;o remaining 
children.  In the division of the estate Jonathan 
B« received the southern portion of the property 
and Ilartin D* heviusj vrlio  had r.arried hoboroah km 
3:aock* a sister of Jonathan, received the rortion 
Y/ith the homestead.  It 
until 1909, 

regained in the ITevius fondly 

* 

The   present  owner  is  the fourth,  to hold 
title  since   the  property passed  cut  of the hands   of 
the  descendants   of the  criminal builder,     he  acquired 
title  in 1927* 

Dirc^r? -.O Wh* 

hailey^  Hostile  h,     pre Revolutionary 'Oujbch 
^IPJ1.-LPJ-?_"-P.

(
'?-. ±''J?.:r—A-Pj. ;^A. .^-o^thcrn hepf Jersey 

and_ Southern ^^:-h^G±-~    -Gt: "d"orL: 
^orrcv;  anlTTjor^anyV !.£oG 

veri:iu.lG?   C*   :.      "haritan  Landinp  what has" 
Proceedings hoy:  Ze:^ex±^^-0^---03~-^0^f-^- 

.•  ^-?   Fapeo  C5 and 197 

h   seorch of  hiddlesex  County  court  records 
rain- !)T x J.OJ u> dose.:: County J-y  Office 
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A search of the records at Trenton reveals 
a will of hatthias Smock v/hich he nade on  October 2$ 
1721*  In this he pives to his v;ife Elisabeth "all 
and singular my lands .and tenements"*  He rives "^° 
his two sons Kendrich and John "all nv real estate 
to be  ecu: d i v i & e d b e tv/ e e n .en" «     V.'b.en John Sr.ioch 
died his v/ill dated April 4,   1703. pives to his wife 

v^-tiai  *f-hi-,^ iicj.^5   (-,■?'   nil   r-i-v ««ti*.ni".<s  both  real  and 'oorsonal 
rife   or v;ldov;n 

oiivie  ■ the use  of  all rrv 
as  long as she   shall remain r:ip 
stipulates that after the deati 
wife  half   of  it 
&,n& the  other half 

.all .ao to  a dan 
;o dm 

or the 
htei 

T1'.; 

■ nrnh 

*     r-e 
xe  of his 
nderdunk TT-, 
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agree v;ith. the  statement  of hiss  Pailep     that   uj_-.y 
property descended  to Ms grandson John,   nor  does  it 
explain the division of   lend between the heirs   of  this 
grandson John Snook which is   told in the deed  of  1C4-8. 
It is  impossible  to tell what happened in   this  case 
unless  the prandson John  Pnderdunl - mentioned in the v:il3. 
of  1701 as 
Snoch* 

recipient ox .00£ " r> C.-L nano  to 

ntllopraplrp: 

t±  cear< 3n  oi  ro 
State': 3   Office 
herccr County 

s  in  the Secretary  o 
Robert Ih  Palcey, 

'11 ICC 


